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Highly collectable Rolex watches go under the hammer 
 
The Watch Sale on January 31st offers a wide range of highly sought-after watches to tempt any 
collector. The highlights of the sale come from a variety of brands, notably Rolex and Vacheron 
Constantin. 
 
From Vacheron Constantin comes an American 21 watch. With its iconic off-set crown, this watch 
has been thought by many to have been designed as a ‘Drivers’ watch. Many say that the alignment 
of the dial makes the watch easier to see when holding the steering wheel. However, evidence 
suggests that this design was inspired by US trench wrist watches which used fob watch movements 
to fulfil pre-WWI demand quotas. 
According to the literature, twelve of these pieces were made and sold between 1921 and 1931. 
The American 21 watch is offered for sale at £28,000 - 38,000 and appears as lot 338 in the 
catalogue.  
 
Rolex holds strong at the start of this year with its representation in this auction, over 70 watches 
and accessories in this sale are from the Swiss watchmaker. 
Although it shares a model number with, and is identical to some versions of the more common 
Turn-o-graph, the Rolex Oyster Perpetual Monometer is its own watch. A great example of this rare 
model is entered into sale as lot 222 and holds an estimate of £20,000 - £25,000. 
The watch that made the Monometer obsolete with its greater depth rating is the Submariner. This 
auction offers 3 very different examples of this watch. Lot 229 is an Oyster Perpetual Date “Red 
Submariner” watch, so called because of the red writing on the dial. This watch has a Mk1 dial and 
will be offered with an estimate of £10,000 - 15,000, one of a total of five ‘Single Red’ Submariners in 
the sale. A Royal Navy Issue Oyster Perpetual Submariner is lot 262 in the auction. This watch has an 
estimate of £30,000 - 50,000. 
Lot 209 is a gentleman's Oyster Perpetual Submariner Comex watch. This represents the cooperation 
between Rolex and technical divers - Compagnie Maritime d'Expertises, or ‘Comex’ and is a popular 
collector’s item. It is holds an estimate of £20,000 – 30,000. 
The final lot of the Rolex highlights is lot 214, a "Padellone" watch.  Entered for sale at £45,000 - 
65,000.00, this model is one of only two triple date moon phase models Rolex ever produced. With 
the reference 8171, this watch is nicknamed ‘Padellone’ after the Italian for a large frying pan.  
 
The catalogue is available to view online now and in person at the following times: 
24th January 2017 11am - 6pm (London) 
28th January 2017 11am - 4pm (Birmingham) 
30th January 2017 10am - 4pm (Birmingham) 
31st January 2017 8.30am - 11.00am (Birmingham) 

ENDS 
For more information or additional images please contact Alexandra Whittaker on 0207 127 4198, or 
email alexandra@fellows.co.uk  

 All lots featured in Fellows’ auctions are available to view online at www.fellows.co.uk 
alternatively, contact Fellows on 0121 212 2131 to request a catalogue.  

 Founded in 1876, Fellows Auctioneers has their Head Office and Saleroom located in 
Birmingham’s historic Jewellery Quarter, with a Valuations Office in London’s Mayfair. 

 For a full list of upcoming auctions and auction catalogues visit www.fellows.co.uk  

 Fellows can be found on Twitter, Facebook and Instagram @fellowsauctions 
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